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tribute, consisting of chariots, horses, silver, gold,
lead, and copper, most of which roust be sent
back to Calah, while the king marched on. "When
the Euphrates was reached it was crossed at its
flood, in boats made of the skins of animals, and
the city of Carchemish * was entered. The glory
of the city had departed. Once the capital of the
great Hittite empire, now broken in power, it was
now merely the center of a small state, of which
Sangara was ruler. His policy was direct and
simple. He was willing to pay down the sum of
twenty talents of silver, one hundred talents of
copper, two hundred and fifty talents of iron,
along Avith chains and beads of gold and much
other treasure, if he were simply let alone. Though
deprived of its political influence, Carchemish was
now an important commercial city. War could
only destroy its commerce, and success against the
renowned Assyrian conqueror was doubtful, if not
absolutely impossible. National pride counted
for nothing. The primary desii'e was to get the
Assyrians out of the country as soon as possible;
and well might they pay a heavy tribute to gain
so great a boon as that. Neighboring states, fear-
ing invasion and plunder, likewise sent trilmte,
and the king could move on farther westward.
Crossing the river Apre (modern Afrin) after a
short march, Asshurnazirpal came into tho territory

1 Carchemish stood on the west bank of Ihe Euphrates, above the mouth
of the Sajur. The modern name is variously given by different trawlers
as Jerablftw (Rkenc, Wilson, Sayoo) or Jorabis (tfaehau, Schroder, Delilzsch).
The latter is preferable.